
Ijovember 27, 1973 

r i s .  Kath leen  K. Scnmitz 
llr. L a r l  I?. Johnson 
School  of A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
d i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  r i i s s o u r i  - Kansas C i t y  
Lansas C i t y ,  k t i s sou r i  64110 

bear Ms. S c n n i t z  and Mr . Johnson: 

I am s o r r y  t h a t  it has t a k e n  so l ong  f o r  me t o  respond t o  your  l e t t e r  
o u t  f was away fron t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  for t h e  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  weeks of dovernber. 
iiy r e s p o n s e s  t o  your q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a r e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  triis le t ter  because ,  
f o r  tiie s o s t  p a r t ,  I d e c l i n e  t o  answer t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  I n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  
q u e s t i o n s  themselves  are a s s u a p t i o n s  wi th  which 1 do n o t  a g r e e .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I o e l i e v e  t h a t  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  time f o r  accomplishment of  
p a r t i c u l a r  s c i e n t i f i c  matters i s  a f o o l i s h  e x e r c i s e  doomed t o  f a i l u r e  and 
t t i e r e f o r e  a waste of tiae. I t  i s  of c o u r s e  t h e  unknown f i n d i n g s  o f  f u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  de t e rmine  when t h e  aa t te rs  you mention are accomplished 
and w e  do no t  have c r y s t a l  b a l l s .  For t h e  same reason, w h i l e  I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  -----I- o f  such matters i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  development of p o l i c y  is  
c e r t a i n l y  premature.  

1 also d e c l i n e  t o  l i s t  tile items i n  o r d e r  of p r i o r i t y .  because of 
ou r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t ,  w e  are s t u c k  w i t h  si inply l e t t i n g  t h i n g s  happen. 
S c i e n t i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h o s e  problems t h a t  are t rac tab le  a t  any 
g i v e n  tidie. l h e r e f o r e  I b e l i e v e  in a l l o c a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t o  broad areas 
( s u m  as g e n e t i c s  i t s e l f )  w i t h  s c i e n t i s t s  d e c i d i n g  which e x p e r i a e n t s  t o  do 
f i r s t  . 

I do b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  governments needs t o  e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  
f o r  t n e  s a f e  conduct  of recombinant DNA e x p e r i w e n t s .  tlowever, since g e n e t i c  
expe r imen t s  u s i n g  iiuman cel ls  (1 assume i n  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e )  p r e s e n t  no p a r t i -  
c u l a r  haza rd  I do not  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  need t o  be r e g u l a t e d  a s i d e  from t h e  
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  reconbir iant  UiJh work. 

I hope t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  you i n  your e f f o r t  to  f o r m u l a t e  
p o l i c y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  area of human g e n e t i c  medicine.  
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